Abstract
Introduction
The substantial growth in international trade in recent years has not been free of obstacles. On the one hand, tariff and non-tariff barriers exist, which vary according to the sectors affected, and on the other, trade costs act as an impediment to trade and have been gaining in importance and exerting a significant influence on trade patterns. Within this context, logistics plays a fundamental role. Inefficient logistics clearly result in higher logistics cost, which limits global integration and deepens differentiation among nations.
The analysis has been conducted for 2005 and 2008 . Considering these two years facilitates the detection of possible changes that can in turn reveal the existence of a pattern of behaviour in the countries considered. Limited data availability for certain variables made it impossible to study subsequent years. However, the results may serve as a guide for these countries to verify whether efforts intended to improve logistics have been fruitful or, conversely, whether there are certain areas of vital importance requiring further effort.
Methodology: cost model and sample
In line with Chen and Novy (2013) and Arvis et al. (2013) , we defined an equation that allows us to explain the determinants of costs. Specifically, the expression is as follows: 
Results
First, in line with prior research (Arvis et al. 2013) , distance and LPI, as determinants of trade costs in the years analysed, are clearly important determinants of trade costs. The importance of trade facilitators in national development is reinforced; this, in turn, reinforces the fact that improved logistics significantly reduce trade costs. Furthermore, this result confirms that treating distance as a proxy for costs is an effective approach. 
